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sureas, large composites packed with cotton-wool,
were found.
At 18,000 feet were the smallest rhododendrons
(R. Sctosum and R. Zepidotum), a dwarf blue hairy
delphinium (D. brunnonecmum) in the Kharta
Valley ; and Wollaston also saw there at this
altitude the very handsome red-breasted rose-finch.
And Kingston found immature forms of a new
genus of grasshopper on the desolate moraines at
18,000 feet, and at the same height was a Gulden-
stadt's redstart.
Descending to 17,000 feet life becomes much
more numerous. In the Kharta Valley growing
along the edges of the streams was a very hand-
some gentian (G. nubigcnd) with half a dozen
flowers growing on a single stem ; and near by
was an aromatic little purple and yellow aster
(A. heterochceta) and a bright yellow senecio
(S. arnicoides) with shiny glossy leaves. A curious
dark blue dead-nettle (Dracocephalum speciosum)
grew on dry ground. He also mentions seeing the
beautiful Gentiana ornata, but whether as high as
this is not clear.
At this altitude man appears. Kingston relates
that a solitary hermit had imprisoned himself in
a cell at 17,000 feet in the Rongbuk Valley.
Robber-flies, hunting-wasps, the Tibetan hare,
a mouse-hare, and tortoise-shell and Apollo butter-
flies he also saw at this height, and herds of burrhel
worked along the hill-side.
Birds of several species were seen by Wollaston